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On Thursday, 30 July 2015, representatives of the Syrian Economic Forum visited a project established by the 
engineer Shahhoud Hajj Abbas (a Syrian citizen certificated in agricultural engineering) in Kilis city (in south 
Turkey). We studied the agricultural reality of this project. Engineer Shahhod established a leading agricul-
tural project in Turkey, which is considered as a pioneering success story in the investment field in Turkey.

He started his project by renting 27 acres of agricultural land for 3000 Turkish Lira per year, with the help of his 
Turkish wife. He informed us that we can rent from Turkish citizens yet for 8000 TL annually, or from the Turkish 
mortmain. 

He reformed the land partially, and prepared it by removing the rocks, by a good farming process, and by 
disposal of all agricultural obstacles. Then he settled the land, and prepared an irrigation network by adopt-
ing a full drip irrigation method to save as much as possible of water and to minimize the weeds spread. 

He grew the "mallow", which was a successful choice of plant for his project; since this product is widespread 
in Syria as a main dish in the Syrian cuisine, also it is not a common commodity in the Turkish local market. 
So, he pioneered in marketing this product for its rarity. Thus, choice is the first step towards marketing any 
new product, for his product was marketable in the local markets, and waiting the opportunity for external 
marketing.

After growing the mallow, eng. Shahhod planted and harvested the land manually during the early days 
of the mallow growth because the weeds grew intensively. At first, he removed them so not to worsen the 
problem, and to avoid the weeds perplex in the future. This process benefitted the engineer since it individu-
alizes his product and helps with its abundance in the future per area unit.

Eng. Shahhod established a spring-water basin; which is a rectangular hole padded with an impervious plas-
tic cover to prevent water leak into the ground. It irrigates with stunning large amounts of water from 2 to 5 
inches because the mallow has surface roots that do not require deep irrigation for long durations. Then he 
attended to his product with the suitable fertilizers and medicines until it fully grew.  

Mr. Shahhoud harvests the planting areas one by one, then directly irrigates them after to avoid draught of 
the mallow remaining pedicel of nearly 10 cm on the ground. That helps the dormant buds to grow again 
into new pedicels and new products.

The harvested product is sent in bundles to a group of workers to pick the leaves – which are the finished 
form of the product - in their houses. After that, the leaves are dried in a shady place to keep their bright 
green color as per the market request. Then each kilo of the dried leaves is filled in a nylon bag to be mar-
keted to the requesting party. 

That was in regard of the mallow product. Upon inquiry about the other projects, the engineer said he origi-
nally worked in Syria on fruitful plants; like apples, pistachios, and persimmons that are popularly known in 
Syria as "Mangha"; he had been planting it for 20 years in Syria, marketing it locally, abroad, and even to 
governmental entities, which proves product quality. Currently, he is trying to work on the same project in 
Turkey due to demand for those products. 

He also expressed readiness to work on a project of planting medical and aromatic herbs, as well as roses 
and ornamental plants in case the demand and the financer were available. He is also totally willing to pro-
vide technical support to anyone; to individuals or to institutions engaged in this field, taking advantage of 

his previous experiences.

He stated that he tried to plant eggplants (Tadef type), but it did not work in that area due to the intensified 
spread of broomrape there which prevented the eggplants from growing, so the project failed. He prom-
ised to do other successful experiments in the future God willing.

Eng. Shahhoud talked about taking advantage of the proper timing for planting. He talked about his experi-
ment on planting zucchini behind its time. He harvested it shortly after its season, which helped him to market 
his production with higher costs and in a short time due to its rarity.

His project mainly aims to secure the appropriate income for his family, and to secure the financial support 
for the displaced Syrian or non-Syrian families. It is a humane end in the first place; for the individual's and the 
family's sustenance, and for the future development of the community. 
We filmed this project, and attached it with reportage. We asked the engineer if we could visit consecutively 
to inquire about this pioneering project, hoping that it might become the core for other projects that con-
tribute in alleviating the suffering and the poverty of the displaced Syrian families. He said his project supports 
more than 30 Syrian families that are involved in the different stages of production. It is a humane work in 
principle of social solidarity (do not give money to the needy, teach him how to earn good money - give a 
man a fish, he will eat for a day, teach a man to fish, and he will eat for a lifetime). 

It is worth mentioning that this man is distinguished for his strong optimism about his homeland. He wishes to 
establish his future projects in Syria, in less than five years. We share his optimism; we wish for a close relief to 
our country, to return and build both; human and place.

Video link: https://youtu.be/P0__WP98Vyo
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